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Rhenish Confederation; 80,000 Italians under Murat ;
60,000 Poles, and a miscellaneous crowd of Dutchmen and
Spaniards, Swiss, Portuguese and lUyrians. It was not only
the largest but the most curiously cosmopolitan army ever
put into the field in modern days. To this were at first
opposed some 400,000 Russian troops under the supreme
command of Barclay de Tolly.
Napoleon's precise plan of campaign is still matter of
controversy.1 ' To reach Smolensko in 1812 ; to liberate
Lithuania ; to march on to Moscow in 1813, and then in the
ancient capital of the Russians to receive the submission of
the Czar/ Such, according to Metternich, was Napoleon's
plan. But whatever his intentions, Napoleon was drawn
on, in part by the coolness of his reception in Poland, still
more by the Russian tactics. Barclay retreated towards
St. Petersburg, another Russian general, Bagration, towards
Moscow, and no pitched battle was fought. Smolensko, the
great fortress which barred the entrance to Russia proper,
was abandoned after a brief resistance, and once more the
French were lured on to their doom. The population,
fanatically hostile, retreated before the French army,
devastating their country and burning their towns. On
7 September the Russians turned at Borodino, and there the
first pitched battle of the campaign was fought; 50,000
Russians and 30,000 Frenchmen fell. A week later
Napoleon was in Moscow in command of a capital deserted
by the inhabitants and devoted to the flames. For fourteen
days the conflagration raged. In Moscow, however, he
tarried for two months (15 September-ig October), waiting
for the submission that never came. Gradually the position
became unendurable; the French force was decimated by
disease, but it was impossible to feed even the remnant of it.
On 19 October the retreat began. To avoid the wasted
country Napoleon marched southwards, but the battle of
Maro-Jaroslavitz (24 October) forced him jto fall back on the
akeady devastated route; the retreat, constantly harassed
1 For a criticism of it c/. Marshal Marmoat, ap, Greville: M&noirs,
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